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Lesson 11 – Visit to Berwick Record Office and Berwick Borough Museum and Art Gallery
Focus of lesson

Understand what information can be gathered from a visit to Berwick Archive Office and to see where the information from the project has come from. Take part in a Second World War drama activity at the Local Museum..

Key Questions

 Focus on four key elements whilst at the archive

1. Newspapers during the War
2. Kirknewton Gravestones
3. War Propaganda and An Evacuee in Tweedmouth
4. Bombings of Properties in Spittal

5. The Strong Room

History Objectives: 
Using the Activity

Introduce the archive as the place where important historical information about the project is kept.  Pupils familiarise themselves with the room and facilities.

Introduce the group tasks that pupils will perform on visit, where they are located in the room and what the pupils need to try and find out at each task station.

Newspapers during the War  - Look at issues of Berwick Advertiser and Berwick Journal on microfilm for the war period to establish what was reported.
Kirknewton Gravestones -  Look at the pictures of the Gravestones in Kirknewton Churchyard cared for by the Commonwealth War Graves Commission. Using the Commonwealth War Graves Commission website – www.cwgc.org – find out information about the individuals and where they came from. Many of the service men buried there were based at nearby Milfield airfield.
War Propaganda – Look at various War Propaganda posters and answer the questions on the sheet.
Evacuee in Tweedmouth – read the account of being evacuated to Tweedmouth and answer the questions.

Bombings of Properties in Spittal and Tweedmouth – read the newspaper accounts and look at the maps to establish where the bombings happened.
The Strong Room – Look at where the records are stored.

Come back together at the end to discuss what was learned and their impressions of the archive.

About the Source

The sources for the tasks come from various places but are mainly from the archives. 
Further activities 
Write an account of their visit to archive and what they found out there.

Write up an account of each of the activities and what they learned at each.

Literacy Activities 

Literacy Objectives: Y5/G1, G2 + G3, Y5/U1

In group think carefully about the tasks and work together to decide what they need to do and responsibilities of each member of the group.  

Complete notes from the texts that show understanding of the main events. Explain their ideas of events using evidence from the text to back up ideas.

Numeracy Activities 

n/a
Cross curricular Opportunities 

Geography map skills, when trying to locate areas which were bombed.

Resources 

PRIMARY SOURCES

Berwick Advertiser and Berwick Journal Newspapers, 1939 – 1945
Account of an evacuee in Tweedmouth

Copies of War Propaganda Posters 

Extracts from newspapers re bombings in area in 1941 and 1942
Other Sources

Photographs of Gravestones at Kirknewton Churchyard
Strong room
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