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Lesson 1- The ARP Warden

Focus of lesson 

To consider preparations for war and the role of the Air Raid Precautions Warden.

Key Questions
What did ARP wardens do?

What was the most dangerous aspect of their job?

History Objectives: K1, K3, E1, E2, H1, O1, O2
Using the Activity

Show image of bombed street whilst pupils listen to air raid siren.

Explain the job.

Use Primary Sources, artefacts such as warden’s helmet and clip form “Goodnight Mr Tom” to substantiate. 

Pupils write a formal letter to apply for the position.

About the Source

Source 1 shows the conditions of service for ARP wardens.

Source 2 is an original document explaining to wardens how to use air raid warnings and how to sound the all clear.

Source 3 shows how schools organised the pupils in the event of an air raid.

Source 4 is an instructional leaflet showing how to use a gas mask.

Further activities 

Pupils dress up in warden’s clothing.

Try on the gas masks.

Discuss the dangers of the blackout.

Literacy Activities 
Imagine that you are applying for the position of ARP warden.  Write a letter to the Air Raid Precaution Office in Berwick to explain why you are a good candidate for the job.  Talk about the aspects of the job you would be good at and explain why.  For example, a good knowledge of the local area would make you a good person for patrolling at night in the dark.

Write it up neatly onto nice letter writing paper, using your best handwriting, put it into an addressed envelope and design a stamp on a blank sticker.

Literacy Objectives

Y6/C4

Y6/C5
Numeracy Activities 

Cross curricular Opportunities 

	Resources  Primary sources: ARP letters, ARP conditions of service, Article about getting prepared from “Berwickshire News,” gas mask.  Other Resources:  Background to war.  Extract of “Goodnight Mr Tom.” Air Raid siren sound, photographs. Air Raid Loans Box- Bailiffgate Museum.  Has materials relating to ARP Wardens.
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