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Lesson Plan 6 - Changes in population and unemployment
Focus of lesson

To understand how population changed after the closure of Consett Steel Works.

Key Questions

Why would people move away from Consett following the closure of the Steel Works?

History objectives: K1, K2, H1, E1, O1,O2

Using the Activity

Explain …That statistics are kept showing how many people live in an area at any one time. That these statistics can help us to understand what went on in the past. 

Discuss… Show children population figures from Derwentside since late 1970s to present day and discuss the changes.

 Divide the children into…Lower Ability use prepared axes to draw graph with population figures.

                                          Middle Ability draw line graph using figures with adult support.                             

                                         Higher Ability draw line graph using population figures.

Summarise the main… Children describe the shape produced on their line graph and explain why the population figures vary.

About the Source

 Local Authority statistics. 

Further activities

Use unemployment figures to work out percentages unemployed .

Numeracy Objectives

Children use prepared statistics to draw line graphs and explain the shape of the resultant line graph using their knowledge of the events in the area at the time.

H1, H2, H3, H4

Cross curricular Opportunities 

Resources

Population statistics from Derwentside District Council

Local history books

Headlines from Newspaper archives available on the internet
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