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Lesson plan 5 - The reasons for and against the Closing of the Steel Works

Focus of lesson

To learn about the pros and cons for the closure of Consett Steel Works and to write a balanced discussion about the topic.

Key Questions

Why did the Steel works close?

Why did some people want it to stay open?

 What is your opinion?

History Objectives: K1, K2, H1, E1, O1, O2, O3

Using the Activity

Explain …The reasons given by BSC and the Government for the closure of Consett Steel Works.

                The reasons given for the campaign to Save the Steel Works from Closure 

Discuss… The campaign and the posters used at the time.

 Divide the children into…Lower Ability design a poster to Save the Steel Works

                                          Middle Ability write a balanced discussion about the closure of the Steel Works with adult support.

                                          Higher Ability write a balanced discussion about the closure of the Steel Works.

Summarise the main… Volunteers read out their discussion about the closure of the Steel Works and class vote on what they would have done had the decision been theirs to make.

About the Source

Newspaper articles and Trade union documents from 1970s

Local history books from the Library

Further activities

Links to work done with the drama specialist. 

Literacy Objectives: Lg, G2, C3, C4, C5

Children listen, take notes and question the reasons given, both for and against, the closure of Consett Steel Works.

Plan a balanced discussion using counter-arguments.

Write a balanced discussion about the closure of the Steel Works.

Cross curricular Opportunities 

ICT – using Program to publish a newspaper style report in an appropriate form.

Resources

Local history books

Headlines from Newspaper archives available on the internet

Copies of original posters used when the Steel Works was threatened with closure.
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