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Lesson plan 4 – Interviewing a steel worker

Focus of lesson
To interview an ex Steel Works employee, make notes on his answers to our questions and record the interview on an audio tape, video tape and digital camera.

Key Questions

Children formulate own questions.

History Objectives: K1, K2, H1, E1, O1, O2, O3

Using the Activity

Explain …Welcome visitor to classroom and begin interview. 

Discuss… Each table nominates a spokesperson to ask their questions and children make notes of the answers.

Divide the children into…Children work on tables where only one asks questions but all make notes of answers.

Summarise the main… Following the interview allow the children to discuss what they have learnt that would be unobtainable form a book and to comment on anything surprising. 

About the Source

 Mr A was a full time employee at Consett Steel Works from 1955 to closure.

Further activities

To write a newspaper account of their interview with Mr A 

Literacy Objectives: L1, Pr1, Pr2, C2, C4, C5

Children prepare questions to ask the visitor, checking that their questions are worthwhile and open.

Children decide on polite procedure of welcoming a visitor to the classroom. 

Children question their visitor in clear and audible way.

Children listen to answers given.

Children make notes on answers given.

A newspaper style report is written using the information obtained from the interview.

Cross curricular Opportunities 

PSHE – how to treat a visitor/appropriate manners

ICT – using a variety of recording equipment.

Resources

A Willing volunteer.

Recording equipment
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