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Lesson plan 2 - Why was Consett built here?

Focus of lesson

Use OS Maps from different times to understand how the site of the Steel Works has changed over time.

Key Questions

What can you find on the map that you recognise?

Are there any buildings on all three maps?

History objectives: K1, K2 E1, O1, O2

Using the Activity

Explain …Advise children they are to look at maps of Consett from different periods in time and to look for similarities and differences

Discuss… Why the area has changed and in what way.

                  Look at the comparative size of the Steel Works site and explain we will measure the area covered by the Steel Works at the different points in History.

 Divide the children into…Lower Ability list buildings found on all maps

                                        Middle Ability Use squared acetate to calculate area of mid map.

                                        Higher Ability use acetate to calculate area of mid map and early map and calculate the difference.

Summarise the main…The size of the Steel Works site varied over time and we can find out about it by using maps from different points in History.

About the Source

 Old maps were copied in Durham Record Office and modern map from local library.

Further activities 

More work could be done on the scales of maps.

More than 3 maps could be used 

Numeracy Activities 

 Finding area of shapes is a Year 5 and Year 6 Numeracy Objective. This is mostly achieved by looking at more regular shapes, often drawn on squared paper. Using a map as a base adds interest to the objective and enables the More Able to be challenged.

U1, U2, U3, U4

Cross curricular Opportunities 

Resources

Copies of archived maps 
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