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Lesson Plan 1 – What can We Find out about Consett Steel Works?

Focus of lesson

Use Photographs of Consett during the 1970s to describe how Consett looked in the past.

Key Questions

What “Wow” words would you use to describe this photograph?

History Objectives: K1, K2, E1, H1, O1, O2

Using the Activity

Explain …Advise children they are to look at photographs of Consett from the 1970s, make notes on what they see and write a description of the area at that time.

Discuss… How the area has changed and in what way.

                  Using dictionaries and thesaurus, children find “Wow” words to describe the photographs they see and make notes to use for their task.

 Divide the children into…Lower Ability draw a sketch of Consett in the 1970s and annotate with “wow” words

                                        Middle Ability and Higher Ability write a description of the town using the vocabulary they have found.

Summarise the main…The town and surrounding area have changed dramatically since the closure of the Steel Works. There is very little physical evidence remaining in the area and so children will benefit from seeing photographs.

About the Source

Old photographs were copied in Durham Records Office and taken from images on the internet.

Further activities 

The localities displayed on the photographs could be visited and a comparison be made between Consett today and Consett in the 1970s. 

Literacy objectives: W1, W2

Using descriptive writing is necessary in all areas of Literacy .

 Extending vocabulary by researching adjectives and adverbs.

Cross curricular Opportunities 

Art – children sketch industrial landscapes.

Resources 

Power Point Slide Show of photographs copied from County Records Office.
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