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Lesson 9 A visit to the Archives
Focus of lesson

Understand what information can be gathered from a visit to Berwick Archive Office to see where the information from the project has come from.

.

Key Questions

 Focus on four key elements whilst at the archive

1. Map analysis

2. Death of Railway Worker

3. The Royal Border Bridge

4. The Strong Room

History Objectives: K1, K3, E1, E2, H1, O1, O2
Using the Activity

Introduce the archive as the place where important historical information of the town is kept.  Pupils familiarise themselves with the room and facilities.

Introduce the group tasks that pupils will perform on visit, where they are located in the room and what the pupils need to try and find out at each task station.

Map analysis - Map reading, noting on own map, the nature of changes to town with arrival of railway.

Death of Railway Worker - Read and decipher Inquest/Newspaper Reports of death of workers.  Pick out and summarise key information. Use dates of Queen Victoria’s reign to work out actual date of incident.  Show pupils real copy of the advertiser and real inquest of death into railway builder.

Discuss why we work with copies of such documents.

The Royal Border Bridge - Pick out and summarise key information on the Royal Border Bridge.

The Strong Room – Look at where the records are stored.

Come back together at the end to discuss what was learned and their impressions of the archive.

About the Source

The sources come from various places for the tasks.

The deaths of the Railway workers are reported in the Berwick Advertiser on the 29th January 1849, there is also the original Inquest into the men’s deaths. 

Various maps of the town from the Woods Map of 1822 to present day.

Information from the Whellans Directory of 1855 about the bridges in Berwick.

Further activities 
Write a recount of visit to archive and what they found out there.

Write up a recount of each of the activities and what they learned at each.

Literacy Activities 

Literacy Objectives: Y5/G1, G2 + G3, Y5/U1

In group think carefully about the tasks and work together to decide what they need to do and responsibilities of each member of the group.  

Complete notes from the texts that show understanding of the main events. Explain their ideas of events using evidence from the text to back up ideas.

Numeracy Activities 

Y5/H2, Y5/M4

Find out relevant information from maps and plans and record accurately.

Work out actual years from the reign of Queen Victoria, use a calendar.

Cross curricular Opportunities 

Geography map skills, when looking at how Berwick has changed since 1822 to the modern day.

Resources 

PRIMARY SOURCES

1822 Woods Map

!852 Map

Berwick Advertiser 27th January 1849.

Inquest of death of John Yeoman.

Whellans Directory 1855.

Other Sources

Fragment copy of 1822 map.

Strong room
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