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Life for shipbuilders and their families about 100 years ago

Lesson 4 

Focus of lesson 4 Drama

Using information found so far to create a story through drama about everyday life 100 years ago. Can we make a living map of our area and orientate ourselves around it. Can we make a corresponding map for the census of 1901?

Key Questions

What sources have we used so far?

What evidence do we have about life in Westmorland Street 100 years ago?

How might we describe life for a family then?

What might have happened to them?

What wouldn’t have happened to them?

History objectives: K1, K2, H1, E1, O1,O2

Using the Activity

In a large enough space establish what is the 'centre' of our world ? e.g. The school gates.

Where are the 'important' places -e.g. Metro station, shops etc...mark with paper.

Where do we live in relation to the school gates – 'x' marks with spot(drawn on paper)

 Where were we 5 years ago ? Move to that spot.

Create a 'living map' from the census of 1903,how different are the households e.g. Size of family, journeys taken from home to work, school, play etc

divide into groups of 4 or 5. Create 3 still images for each family identified.  

About the Source

Census information 1901

Further activities 

Use the stories formed through drama as the basis of written stories.

In groups create a letter using your bodies, on the floor and in space e.g. WALLSEND.

Walk around the space saying “nothing, nothing, nothing” , at a signal imagine the roof opening and an object from 1901 lands in your arms, if you like it put it to one side, if not discard it. When everyone has an object, invent a short story about it and why it's important to you. 

Literacy objectives

G3, D1,D3 ,D2 ,U2 ,2R
Write stories based on the drama.

Numeracy Activities 

H1
What was the average size of households in 1901?

Resources 

1901 Census

ordnance survey map of 1916,census of 1901,large sheets of paper,marker pens.
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Richardson Dees Primary School

Life for shipbuilders and their families about 100 years ago

Lesson 4 

Source title: Northumberland 3rd Edition 1/2500 OS map 

Description: The whole country is sequentially mapped at this amazing scale from the mid 19th c. to the mid 20th C.

Date: 1916 

Location: Tyne and Wear Archives Search Room Library
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Richardson Dees Primary School

Life for shipbuilders and their families about 100 years ago

Lesson 4
Source title: Census

Description: Census details similar to this cover the whole country and are available from 1841 to 1901.

Date: 1901 

Location: Tyne and Wear Archives microfiche or Ancestry website RG13/4976

Resources (25 words)ordnance survey map of 1913,census of 1903,large sheets of paper,marker pens.
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