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Life for shipbuilders and their families about 100 years ago

Lesson 1 Using Census information

Focus of lesson 3 

Using census information to identify the lifestyle, structure of family groups and occupations of people living next to our school 100 years ago.

to find out about the local area in the past from different written sources 

that different kinds of written sources provide different information about the local area 

Learning objectives

Literacy:

U1 

Numeracy:

H1 
Key Questions

How many people lived in each dwelling, in how many rooms?

What occupations did men and women have? 

Were most people born in Wallsend? Why might the houses have been built at this time?

Were there many children living in Westmorland Street?

History Objectives: K1, K3, E1, E2, H1, O1, O2
Using the Activity 

Explain what the census was and is.

Discuss what questions we could ask of the census, how we would collate the information to make it useable.

Divide into pairs to find out about the inhabitants of one dwelling. Share the information with the class. What questions could we ask about the people in this street?

Summarise what we can learn about this part of Wallsend from the census.

About the Source

The census had been taken every ten years since 1841 (?), recording details of the people in each dwelling on a particular day. We are able to see them if they are over 100 years old. Information about ordinary people can be extracted from them.  max 

Further activities 

Datahandling using the census information. Ask and answer questions about the people in Westmorland Street.

Background research about everyday life 100 years ago.

Continue gathering notes for the chosen storyline, or information writing.

Literacy Activities 

Literacy Objectives

U1
Write a paragraph about the family in one of the dwellings. Use background information and some imagination to add interest. 

Write notes for a later story or information text.

Research unusual occupations and make a glossary. 

Discuss life for people in Westmorland Street 100 years ago, and compare with today. 

Numeracy Activities 

Numeracy Objectives

H1
What was the average size of families in each of the households…

In groups, with a selection of census returns, collect tallies of data such as numbers of men working in the shipyard, elsewhere or not working; numbers of children, adults to 50, and over 50s; sizes of families and size of dwellings; where people were born, Wallsend or elsewhere.

Share group tallies with the class so data is collected for the whole street.

In groups, share the types of data, each child make a bar chart using one type.

Discuss problems encountered eg size of numbers, what labels to put on axis.

Discuss what can be seen easily from the bar charts, and what can we work out.

Ask and answer questions from the bar charts.

Cross curricular Opportunities 

Geography – find the places people were born on a map. Compare with where the class were born.

History – research the history of shipbuilding, and the jobs people did there.

Resources 

Census returns for Westmorland Street 1901 – photocopied and typed.

Squared paper.

Reference books and ICT for research into life about 100 years ago, and shipbuilding.

Maps of Britain and the world.
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Richardson Dees Primary School

Life for shipbuilders and their families about 100 years ago

Lesson 1 

Source title: Census

Description: Census details similar to this cover the whole country and are available from 1841 to 1901.

Date: 1901 

Location: Tyne and Wear Archives microfiche or Ancestry website RG13/4976
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