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Focus of lesson 

Identify old and new parts of the school building.

Write a description of the old building.

Lesson 4 – Using plans as evidence
Key Questions  

What makes you think it is an original part of the building?

Which parts have been built more recently?

How can you tell?

History Objectives: K1, K2,H1, E1, O1,O2

Using the Activity

Take the children into the playground to look at the building or look at current photograph of building.

Ask children to spot any original features.

Show children original architect plans of school from 1908.  Discuss what is the same / different about now and one hundred years ago.

Children will write a description of the old school building

About the Source

Architects plans were obtained from the archives.  It shows the back elevation of the school building in 1908.  

Photographs of present building were taken as a comparison.

Both sources presented on interactive whiteboard for easy sharing.

Further activities 

Use architects plans of classrooms to investigate what the building was like inside.

Literacy Objectives

U1, E1, C1, T2
Ask children to say sentences to describe the building, building on the previous sentence and expanding detail if necessary.

Encourage children to improve simple sentences ny including more detail to make them complex sentences.

e.g. The roof, which is made of slate, slopes gently.

The windows, which are beautifully shaped, are gleaming white. 

Write a description of the building using interesting words and complex sentences.  

Compare and contrast old and new buildings.

Numeracy Activities 

N/A

Cross curricular Opportunities 

Art – Sketch the present school building

Investigate shapes from the building and create an abstract painting.

Resources 
Photograph of present school building

Copy of architects plans of school building from back elevation 
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