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Focus of lesson 

Looking at historical maps of the area to identify developments and changes.

Lesson 3 - Lesson 3 – Using maps as evidence

Key Questions  

Where can we find historical maps of the area?

What has changed since the last map?

Using the Activity

Show children map of area now and identify school, nearby roads, buildings, rivers, etc.  Can the children spot their house, any other features?

Zoom in to look more closely at the shape of the school and how it has changed.

Work through GIS maps going backwards in time.  For each map, discuss the changes.  The oldest map shows no school – discuss the area.

Work forwards in time to see how he area developed, when buildings/roads ‘appeared’ on the map.

Children will order paper versions of the maps, stick in books and write a paragraph describing each one noting the changes.

About the Source

Historical maps were found using the County GIS system on County Records Office website.  The originals are kept in the archives but the online interactive maps are great to use on an interactive whiteboard.

Further activities 

Investigate route to school using maps of different ages.

Imagine what the area would look like at different times.

Investigate street names and how they have changed / developed.

Literacy Activities 

Literacy objectives

Y6/U1

Y6/E1

Y6/C1

Y6/T2
Write a paragraph describing the features of each map using precise vocabulary.

Use time connectives to help order the paragraphs about each map

Write a diary entry / description about walking to school at different times using the map as a stimulus.

Write a story about walking to school, going back in time and describing the differences.

Write a story about walking to school and going into the future.  How will the area change in the future? 

Numeracy Activities 

Numeracy objewctives

Y5/C1

Y5/M1
Use scale on maps to measure distances between buildings / places.

Cross curricular Opportunities 

Geography – use of ordnance survey maps.

                   - features of maps

                   - map reading skills

ICT – Use GIS website to investigate other areas (perhaps children’s streets, town centre, etc)

Resources 

Website – www.durham.gov.uk/recordoffice
Copies of maps used for children to order and stick in books.
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