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Focus of lesson 

Using a newspaper article to find out about the opening of the school.

Lesson 2 Opening of the school as reported – newspapers as evidence
Key Questions  

What problems might be faced when keeping original documents?

How do the archives reduce these problems?

History Objectives: K1, K2, E1,E2,H1, O1

Using the Activity

Discuss the use of newspapers and how the archives hold copies of newspapers dating from 1800’s.  Explain how The Durham Chronicle for 10th Jan 1908 was found.

Children work in pairs with a copy of the article. The initial focus needs to be on the key features and language conventions of newspaper reporting, highlighted in actual report.  

As a class, read through the first part of the article. Understand the differences between fact, opinion and bias.

In pairs, children highlight important / interesting information. 

Children will complete a table with two columns titled Fact and Opinion and write notes in the correct column.

About the Source

The Newspaper article was found at the archives.  All newspapers are copied onto microfilm and the public are able to easily search through them if you know what date you are looking for.

The Durham Chronicle for 10th Jan 1908 was found and copied for use in the classroom.

Further activities 

Investigate how names are used in the newspaper. (How were women named?)

Compare modern day newspapers and investigate bias.

Literacy objectives

U1, E1, C1, T2
Read through newspaper article and highlight important and interesting facts.  From the highlighted information make notes.  Keep notes short and use abbreviations where necessary.

Expand notes to write a newspaper article about the opening of the school including the main facts about the building, people who were there, what happened, etc. Include factual information and your own opinion.

Numeracy Activities 

None

Cross curricular Opportunities 

Drama – act out the speeches at the opening of the new school           

How do teachers and dignitaries interact?

How would this be different from a new school today?

What do the public do?

DT - Design and model the silver key which opened the school.

ICT – Use publishing package to present newspaper article.

Resources 

Copy of relevant newspaper article

Highlighters

Worksheet with Fact / Opinion in columns.
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