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Lesson One – What are Primary Sources?

Focus of lesson 

Introduction of the school log book and its use. Make notes about opening of school.

Key Questions  

If a school was opened now in 2007, how would we find out / hear about it?

What rules will we need to help protect the documents? 

History objectives: K1, K2, E1,E2,H1, O1,O2

Using the Activity

Draw a timeline on the board from 3rd January 1908 to 3 / 1 / 2008.

Plot children’s birth year, parents’ birth year, grandparents’ birth year.

Show children the school log book read through first page as a class.

Children will highlight the important facts on a photocopy of first page and make notes.

One group at a time will look at the original log book.  Emphasise how to handle old artefacts. 

About the Source

All schools in Britain up until recently had to keep records about daily school life.  It was up to the Head Teacher to keep a log of what happened at school like a diary.  It was not written every day but significant events were logged.

Every school has a log book, some may still be in school or find yours at the archives.

Further activities 

Children can think of other sources which may help to piece together a history of the school.

Where else could we find out information about events which took place 100 years ago?

Use the log book to investigate major events in the town or country, for example beginning / end of World War 1 and 2; visit of royalty, opening of new school building.

Literacy objectives

U1, E1, C1, T2
Read through page of log book and highlight important and interesting facts.  From the highlighted information make notes.  Keep notes short and use abbreviations where necessary.

Numeracy Objectives

C1
Calculate the ages of the teachers from the dates shown on page.

Calculate how long each teacher has been qualified for.

Cross curricular Opportunities 

Drama – act out the first day at new school for the children

            -  act out the first day at new school for the teachers

How do teachers and children interact?

How would this be different from a new school today?

Art – What would the classroom look like?

Resources 

Original school log book

Photocopy of relevant pages.

Highlighters
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