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Lesson 6 – Reconstructing the trial of Mary Ann Cotton
Focus of lesson 

To use drama to act out the court scene of Mary Ann Cottons trial.

Key Questions

What would happen to Mary Ann if she was found guilty?

What information do you need to make your judgement?

Why are diary extracts important what do they tell you.

History objectives: K1, K2, H1, E1, O1, O2,O3

Using the Activity

The children are going to be working with Briony Bell to complete some drama work about the Mary Ann Cotton case.  Also to complete some drama work on what life and prisons would have been like in the 19th Century

About the Source

The children will use newspaper reports that reported the court case.  They will decide which characters each person was going to be.  Ask the children if they know what a court case is like today.  Explain to the children that they have a jury and how they pick the jury.

Further activities 

The children will video the court scene and edit pieces out that thy do not want.

Literacy Activities 

The children are going to use role play to take on the parts of the people that were involved in Mary Ann Cottons trail.  The children will have to make up backgrounds for the witnesses.

D2
Numeracy Activities 

The children are going to collate a list of the witnesses and what they saw.  They will also compare the ages and the gender of the witnesses. The children will also look at the diet sheet of what a prisoner had to eat and work out what they would be allowed over a month and year.

M4

Cross curricular Opportunities 

Children are going to work in twos to produce a power point presentation about Mary Ann Cotton.

Resources 

Newspaper reports and internet about Mary Ann Cotton’s murders Drama skills and a typical diet sheet.
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