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Lesson 5 – Using newspaper accounts as evidence

Focus of lesson 

To use newspapers to pick vital and relevant information

Key Questions

What features do we need to use when writing a newspaper report?

Can we always rely on newspaper reports to be accurate?

History objectives: K1, K2, H1, E1, O1,O2

Using the Activity

I will show the children some newspaper reports and ask them to compare them to the newspapers we have today.  The children will produce a list of similarities and differences.   Children are then going to write a newspaper report about Mary Ann Cottons Crimes.  Remembering that she was only actually charged with one murder.

About the Source

We will use information that we have collected over the weeks.  The children will pull all the information together to make a complete fact file of the crimes that Mary Ann Cotton committed. The children will also look at how often the newspapers were printed and what information they contained.

Further activities 

The children are going to perform their newspaper report to the rest of the class. Tell the children to think about the differences between a newspaper report and a news broadcast.  Children to look at speaking and listening to make sure their broadcasts are clear and concise.

Literacy Activities 

The children are going to write a newspaper report including a headline and a picture.  Children will look at how the newspaper reports were written in the 19th Century.  Children to include dramatic headlines and good adjectives.  Remind the children to include relevant information. 

G1

Numeracy Activities 

The children are going to look at how often the newspapers were printed and how many articles there were on Mary Ann Cotton.  Were the articles all the same length?  How often was she motioned in the paper and what were the newspapers saying about her?

U5
Cross curricular Opportunities 

Children could also paint a portrait of what Mary Ann Cotton looked like.  Were there a lot of pictures of her?

Resources 

Newspaper reports and internet about Mary Ann Cotton’s murders
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