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Lesson 4 – Using the life of Mary Ann Cotton in drama

Focus of lesson 

To be able to locate information from newspaper reports

Key Questions

How many husbands did Mary Ann Cotton have?

How many children were there in the families?

How many people did Mary Ann actually kill?

History Objectives: K1, K2, H1, E1, O1, O2

Using the Activity

I am going to tell the children that they are going to work in threes to act out a police interview with Mary Ann Cotton.  They are going to use newspapers to find out the information that the police gathered about the crimes.

About the Source

The children will use the newspaper reports from the archives to find out information about the crimes that Mary Ann Cotton committed.  They will also look on internet to see how a police interview may be carried out.

Further activities 

Ask the children to make a presentation file about the crimes and victims of Mary Ann Cotton.  Why wasn’t she caught sooner?  Get the children to talk about what diseases and how long people were expected to live in those times.

Literacy Activities 

The children are going to use drama and role play to interview Mary Ann Cotton about her crimes.  They are going to write questions that they will ask her.  Children will act this out to glean all the information they need to charge Mary Ann Cotton with the murders.

D1, D2, D3

Numeracy Activities 

The children are going to collate a data file of Mary Ann Cotton’s victims.  Their names, ages, and how they were related to Mary Ann Cotton.  The children will use this information to find the similarities and differences between each of the victims. Were there more male or female victims.
Y6/ U3
Cross curricular Opportunities 

Speaking and listening activities.  The children are going to turn their police interview into a news report.  We will then film the children presenting their news report.

Resources

Newspaper reports and internet about Mary Ann Cotton’s murders
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