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Lesson 3 The Life of Mary Ann Cotton

Focus of lesson 

The life of Mary Ann Cotton

Key Questions

Did Mary Ann Cotton marry?

Did she have any children?

What employment did she have?

Where did she live?

History objectives: K1, K2, H1, E1, O1, O2, O3

Using the Activity

Explain to the children that we are going to find out about Mary Ann Cotton’s family and where she lived.  We are also going to look at how many times she was married and what jobs she did during her lifetime, could these jobs have helped her with her crimes.  

Discuss with the children that they are going to look at information from the archives to highlight information about Mary Ann Cotton’s life.

Divide the children into groups of two and the children are going to highlight information and begin to format a family tree for Mary Ann Cotton

Summarise the main parts of her life; make sure they look at what jobs she had.

Also help the children to plan a family tree for her life.

About the Source

We will use parish and census records to find out as much as we can about Mary Ann Cotton, her children and her husbands.  We will use this information to plot a family tree. This will be supplemented by information found in other sources such as books and the internet.

Further activities 

The children will use the information that we have collected to create a family tree of Mary Ann Cotton’s life.  Encouraging the children to make as much detail as possible about her life. Remind the children about finding all the information about her life

Literacy Activities 

The children are going to write a short description and fact finding piece about each of her husbands and how many children she had with each one.   Make sure the children write about the husbands in the correct order.  The children will also write about the many jobs that Mary Ann Cotton had.  Children to find all the information from the family tree that they have created.  At the end of this session the children should have a detailed piece of work about her life.

E3

Numeracy Activities 

The children are going to use the information that they have found out to produce a bar chart of her jobs and which one she worked in the longest.  The children will be able to see that she moved from job to job very quickly.  They will also be able to see that all her jobs were working with people. The children could also produce a bar chart for each husband and how many children were involved in that marriage including step children.

H2
Cross curricular Opportunities 

Drama the children will role play some of the many jobs that Mary Ann Cotton had, would she have been a good mother to the children.  What evidence can we find to show that she was or wasn’t

Resources 

Parish records, internet and information about Mary Ann Cottons Life
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