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Lesson 2 – Using census information

Focus of lesson to find out information about Mary Ann Cotton

Key Questions

What did look like?

Where was she born?

How many boys and girls were born in the same year as Mary Ann Cotton?

History Objectives: K1, K2, Hi, E1, O1, O2

Using the Activity

Explain to the children that as part of our history project about crime we are going to look at a local criminal from West Auckland (Mary Ann Cotton) 

Discuss with the children what they already know about Mary Ann Cotton.  Have they heard of her before?  Do they know that she was hanged for her crimes?

Divide the children into groups of two and ask them to write a description of Mary Ann Cotton from the information that we have.  Can they paint a picture in their mind from their description?

Summarise the main features and information that the children k now about Mary Ann Cotton.  Make a list to use in the next lesson of information we have found out about Mary Ann Cotton.

About the Source

For this lesson the children will be using prior knowledge that they know about Mary Ann Cotton. This may have been told to the children by their Parents or Grandparents.  The children may also have gained information from the internet.

Further activities 
Children to begin to produce a spider diagram of information about Mary Ann Cotton.  The children will get a picture of her to stick in the middle.  Ask the children to describe what types of employment she may well have done.
Literacy Activities 

The children are going to work in pairs to produce a detailed description of Mary Ann Cotton, using adverbs and adjectives.  Ask the children also to think about what her life would have been like, would she have been rich or poor.  Do you think she would have attended school?  Look at when she was born what would her childhood have been like. Children could also produce a diary extract about what Mary Ann Cottons childhood would have been like.  Remembering to write in first person.

C3
Numeracy Activities 

The children are going to look at the Transcripts of Parish records from the last part of the year that Mary Ann Cotton was born.  The transcripts contain the details of all the children who were baptised in West Rainton between October and December 1832. Children are going to use this information to show how many girls and boys were born in the same part of the year as her.  The children are going to produce a tally chart and then a bar chart from the information from that Parish. Were there more boys or girls born in that year?

H3

Cross curricular Opportunities 

Art to paint a picture portrait of Mary Ann Cotton 

History to compare the life’s of the Victorians to Mary Ann Cotton

Geography to locate where she was born on a map and find out how far away from our home time is it

Resources 

Parish records from the archives showing the year that Mary Ann Cotton was born.
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