[image: image1.jpg]Prima ry Sources Tmproving the opportunities for teaching literacy and numeracy





Lesson 1- Lesson 1 – Crimes in the Early Nineteenth Century

Focus of lesson 

To look at crimes that were committed it the early 19th Century

Key Questions

How old were the children who committed the crimes?

What age were they?

Were there more male or female criminals?

History Objectives: K1, K2, E1, H1, O1,O2,O3

Using the Activity

Explain to the children that we are going to look at crime in the 19th Century.  Looking  at the crimes that were committed 

Discuss with the children what types of crimes they thought people committed and why?  Look at the ages of the children can they relate them to themselves.

Divide the children into  groups of four and ask them to look at Mug Shots of criminals.  Children to compile a list of the crimes that were committed and how old they were.  Also the sentences they were given for each crime.

Summarise the main findings of the session and ask the children to feed back on what they have found out. Use the information to compile a database to produce a graph for ages and crimes.

About the Source
For this piece of work I have used Mug shots from a Book called Tough Times and Grisly Crimes which features crimes from the North East including child criminals.

Also I have used information from Palace Green archives.   

Further activities 

Ask the children to produce a character profile for a criminal mug shot.  Including crimes, sentences and ages.  Ask the children to use their work from earlier to help them to produce a profile.   Also use the information found to produce a bar chart on crimes and sentences. 

Literacy Objectives

The children will use the information found from the mug shots to produce their own character profile of a prisoner.  Children to take on the role of a judge what sentence would they pass for different crimes.  Children also to take on the role of the criminal, why did they commit that crime, emotional, background reasons.

 Children will also be asked to write a recount of some the stories that we have looked at from the book Tough Crimes and Grisly Crimes.  This could also be done as a newspaper report reporting on the crime committed.  Children could extend their vocabulary, by using adjectives and adverbs.  Also the children can use good connectives and opening connectives.

C3, U1

Numeracy Activities 

When the children have compiled the information from their mug shots on sentences that were given, they are then going to produce a bar chart showing the crime and the sentence. They could also show the ages of the children and whether they were boys and girls.  We will also look at a rationing sheet from the archives to show what they would and how much in the prisons.  The children can work out how much food would be needed for a certain amount of prisoners.  This would help the children with their four basic operations in maths.  The children will also gain more use with bar charts and line graphs.

U5

Cross curricular Opportunities 

History: remind the children of what life would have been like in these times, schooling, family life, street life. 

Art to produce a street scene using pictures from Victorian Times

Resources 

Archive mug shots

Hard Times and Grisly Crimes

Internet

[image: image2.jpg]Y

Supported by
¢ The National Lottery” | r@

through the Heritage Lottery Fund |01'|'ery fund MUSEUMS LIBRARIES ARCHIVES
NORTH EAST





[image: image1.jpg][image: image2.jpg]