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Lesson Plan 5

Focus of lesson 

Using maps to identify changes in the local area. 

Key Questions

What was the area like in pre-Victorian times? 

What changed during Victorian times?

History Objectives: K1, K2, E1, H1, O1, O2, O3

Using the Activity

Have a modern map, on interactive white board and identify what key means and what each feature is.

As a class, look at pre-1837 map of Ashington area, what can you see? Identify key features, houses etc. Children to identify what jobs people may have held, transport links to the rest of the area and further afield, main industry of the area etc.

Record these results in books and then look at map from later in the Victorian period and compare in the same categories.

Discuss what changed to make this occur.

What impact did these changes have on the area? Focus especially on public health implications
About the Source

Old ordnance survey maps online (www.old-maps.co.uk)

Further activities 

Literacy Activities 

C2 ,C4, C5, T2
Describe a walk through Ashington today, pick a route (eg along Station Road).

Do the same for a walk in 1830, describe what you can see, hear and smell.

Numeracy Activities 

M1, M3
How far across in Ashington in miles and km? What is its perimeter? What is the area? Convert between metric and imperial. 

Compare this to pre-Victorian maps. 

Cross curricular Opportunities 

Geography – changes to the local area. 

Resources  www.old-maps.co.uk 
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