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Lesson Plan 4

Focus of lesson 

Using interviews as evidence, write a letter giving your opinion and explaining the reason for this. 

Key Questions

Why should women and children be banned from working in the mine?

What should change to make this unnecessary?

History Objectives: K1, K2, H1, E1, O1,O2, O3

Using the Activity

Go through some emotive words – give children list of words eg dirty, tiring, unhappy and get them to come up with synonyms that are more emotive ie filthy, exhausting, dire.

If you want to change the law, who do you write to? MP. Explain task is to write a letter to their MP to get the law changed to stop children working down mines, in character as Victorian middle class person. Discussion of letter writing conventions. Ensure use quotes form sources in letter.

Draft letter using conventions of letter writing.

Read through some excellent examples, those using emotive language etc in order to give further ideas for next week.

About the Source

The Children’s Commission 1842 interviewed children who worked in various pits about their experiences. These were then published as a report.

Further activities 

Children could research photographic evidence to show children workers to include as evidence in their letter. 

Literacy Objectives

C4, C2, T3, T2.

In the role of a middle class reformer, write a letter to your MP explaining what the working conditions are like for women and children down mines and why they need to be changed. Explain why women and children should be banned form the mine and what should happen instead to ensure that families don’t starve through lack of income. 

Numeracy Activities 

H4
What was the average age of child workers? On average, how many hours did they work? On average, how many years did they work?

Cross curricular Opportunities 

Music – songs of lament and Northumbrian folk songs based on the experience of mine workers. 

Resources Transcripts of pages from the Children’s Commission investigation and original to compare. 
[image: image2.jpg]Y

Supported by
¢ The National Lottery” | r@

through the Heritage Lottery Fund |01'|'ery fund MUSEUMS LIBRARIES ARCHIVES
NORTH EAST





[image: image1.jpg][image: image2.jpg]