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Lesson Plan 6

Focus of lesson 

Public health in Victorian England (with a focus on Ashington)

Key Questions

What were the diseases people suffered from in Victorian England?

Why?

Using the Activity

Pre-prepared cartoon of Victorian town showing health hazards. Children identify health hazards in picture and discussion of why they are hazards.

Internet research to find definitions of Cholera, Typhoid etc. Compile a class Database of these terms to print and stick in books.

Read sources describing sanitary conditions of Newcastle (1845 – already in school) and of Ashington, Bedlington and Morpeth (Woodhorn). Pupils list evidence of poor sanitary conditions in books.

Look at plan of house where Cholera occurred – measure out size in classroom, how many people lived here? Why was it so easy for disease to spread?

About the Source

The Newcastle Chronicle published a series of book entitled ‘Our Colliery Villages’ in the late 19th Century. These described living and working conditions. 

Also Public Health Commission Report on Morpeth and Bedlington.

Further activities 

Literacy Activities 

Y6/U2

Read and understand the sources, extracting relevant information form them, identifying any difficult words and using a variety of strategies to identify them and establish meaning. 

Numeracy Activities 

Y6/M1 Y6/M3
How big were the rooms in the house in the survey? Convert from plans by using the scale given. Convert form feet into metres. Measure these out on the floor of the classroom/school hall/playground. Draw on any windows, doors etc. Try to fit as many people in as lived in the room.

Cross curricular Opportunities 

Science – study of diseases and how they spread also biologists who studied and prevented the spread of these eg Pastuer. 

Resources (25 words) Transcripts of public health report, and Our Colliery Villages. (Called MLA 3 and 6 on disk, possibly 5. Also NRO 2164 p26-43, and ‘Our Colliery Villages’)
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