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Lesson Plan 3

Focus of lesson 

Use primary evidence to write a newspaper report based on interview accounts.

Key Questions

Why did children work? 

What was life like for them?

History Objectives: : K1, K2, E1, H1, O1, O2

Using the Activity

3 Discussion of conventions of newspaper report eg headline, pictures etc.

Children use interviews from last week to write a newspaper ‘exposé’ on working conditions in mines, using quotes form children interviewed.

Review features of newspaper article and how successful children have been in meeting these.

About the Source

The Children’s Commission 1842 interviewed children who worked in various pits about their experiences. These were then published as a report.

Further activities 

Literacy Activities 

T3, T2, C3

Children use interviews from last week to write a newspaper ‘exposé’ on working conditions in mines, using quotes form children interviewed.

Numeracy Activities 

Y6/H3
Graph showing average age of children when started working down the mine, as evidence to include in the newspaper report. Also graph showing in average how many years the children had worked down the mine and how many were injured/ill as a result of their work. 

Cross curricular Opportunities 

ICT – produce a typed/publisher version of the work. 

Resources Transcripts of pages from the Children’s Commission investigation and original to compare.
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