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Lesson Plan 2

Focus of lesson 

e.g Using census information to identify the lifestyle and structure of family groups in history.

Key Questions

What was life like for poor people in Victorian England?

History objectives: K1, K2, E1, H1, O1, O2

Using the Activity

Ask who in class has a job (ie paper round). 

Explain that in Victorian times it was very different. 

Explain that Royal Commission was set up in 1840 to investigate the role of women and children down the mines. Children are going to look at sections of these reports. Use sources in school to look at type of jobs children did – class dictionary of terms eg trapper and drawer. 

Then read through local sources from Commission reports on children in mines. 

About the Source

The Children’s Commission 1842 interviewed children who worked in various pits about their experiences. These were then published as a report.

Further activities 

Identify the person who commissioned the report (Lord Shaftesbury) and find out 3 facts about him. 

Literacy Objectives

U2, D1, W2
Read the reports and highlight any important information
In the role of the Commission reporter, children conduct ‘interview’ with each other acting out the interviews and embellishing with details learnt as background.

Class Dictionary of unfamiliar words. 
Numeracy Activities 

 Y6/H4
What was the average age of the children interviewed?

Cross curricular Opportunities 

ICT- research into Lord Shaftesbury.

Resources (25 words) Transcripts of pages from the Children’s Commission investigation and original to compare. MLA 1 and 2 on resource disk, from school. Also Children’s commission documents 
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