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DARLINGTON STOCKTON RAILWAY
Drama – Railway Opening
Focus of Lesson 

Tell the story of the opening day of the Darlington Stockton Railway.
Key Questions

What happened on the opening day of the Darlington Stockton Railway?

How were events reported at the time?

Using the Activity

Look at newspaper reports of events from 1825.

In groups, recreate events and perform back to class.

About the Source

Abridged extracts from The Durham County Advertiser, September 30th 1825, and The Railway Centenary, both from Durham University Special Collections.
Railway opening
Split the class into six groups.  Give each group one page of the document and ask them to develop a short scene to present.
Children might use a narrator or documentary format, create shapes such as trains or landscapes or include sound effects to tell their part of the story.

Show the scenes back in chronological order and discuss the events shown.

Literacy: Y5/S1, Y5/G1, Y5/U1 

Y6/S1, Y6/U2, Y6/E3 
History: C1, K3 
Resources Used

‘Railway reports’, attached.
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